Richmond Grows

Seed Lending Library FAQ

Q:  
Who can borrow seeds?

A:
Anyone can borrow seeds from the seed 
library. You don’t need to be a Richmond 
resident or have a RPL card. We do ask people watch the on-line orientation at 
RichmondGrowsSeeds.org to know how to use the library.

Q:
What time is the library open?

A:
The seed library is open when the public 
library is open. It’s self-serve and self-
check out. There is an orange binder in the class cabinet to check out seeds.

Q:
What do you mean “borrow” seeds? How can I do that if I plant them?

A:
Plant the seeds. If you “borrow” seeds from the drawers that have a green star 
labeled “super easy,” learn how to save the seeds from those plants. They are super 
easy for beginning seed savers. At the end of the season, you return seeds from the 
next generation of plants. You can watch short seed saving videos on 
RichmondGrowsSeeds.org website to learn how or take one of their free classes 
offered at the library. Dates of classes are posted at the seed library and on their 
website. Don’t worry there are no fines if you don’t save seeds; however, if we all 
start to save our “super easy” plants then our community can be more resilient and 
you’ll have your favorite seeds for next year already. Don’t save seeds from the 
“difficult” drawers unless you know how to do so properly.

Q:
Do I have to bring seeds to participate?

A:
No, but bringing seeds helps to keep the library stocked. 

Q:
Who runs Richmond Grows?

A:
Richmond Grows is a volunteer organization run by local residents. We are a project 
of the Richmond Rivets and a fiscally sponsored project of Urban Tilth. 

Q:
How can I get involved?

A:
If you are interested in volunteering, dates of work parties are posted on the glass 
cabinet and on the RichmondGrowsSeeds.org website. If you have a special talent, 
that you’d like to share, let us know. We’ve offered several great classes taught by 
volunteers from the community. We also need translators to help reach our diverse 
community.

Q:
Besides the library, what else does Richmond Grows do?
A:
We offer a number of free classes on seed saving, starting seeds indoors, beginning 
gardening, natural dyes, paper making using left-overs from the garden & organic 
gardening. All classes are free and offered at the library. Check website for details.

